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WISH FARMS ANNOUNCES THE FIRST STRAWBERRIES  
OF THE FLORIDA SEASON 

 
PLANT CITY, Fla. (November 16, 2011) – Wish Farms, the largest grower and shipper 
of strawberries in Florida, today announces the kick-off of its Florida strawberry season, 
projected to be the biggest to date.  With a larger supply of both conventional and organic 
berries, the first fruit is harvested from 150 acres and will be available at most major 
local grocery store chains.  
 
“This year, our strawberry acreage increased from 1,500 to over 2,000.” says Gary 
Wishnatzki, President and CEO of Wish Farms.  “In past years, our season begins in 
December, so we are excited for our customers to enjoy our berries just in time for 
Thanksgiving.” 
 
In addition to the more traditional bare root plant, Wish Farms is harvesting plug plants— 
young plants grown in individual cells.  Bare root plants require 9 to 14 days of overhead 
water, whereas plug plants require almost solely drip irrigation, minimizing water usage.  
When transferred to the fields with established growth, they begin to produce fruit more 
quickly with a greater potential for early yields.   
 
“A traditional plug plant is harvested 14 to 20 days earlier than a bare root plant,” says 
Wayne Moss, grower and nurseryman for Wish Farms.  “When the plug plant begins to 
cycle down, bare root plants begin harvest, providing a wider variation of fruit production 
throughout the season.”   
 
The majority of the early berries will be picked from the Radiance variety, bred by 
University of Florida researchers and predominately grown in Florida.   A full supply of 
berries is expected to be available by mid-December, in time for the holiday push.   
 
For more information about Wish Farms’ delicious Florida strawberries and other fresh 
products, please visit the company’s website (wishfarms.com) and Facebook fan page 
(facebook.com/wishfarms) 
 

### 



About Wish Farms: 
Wish Farms, founded in 1922, is the largest grower and shipper in Florida and has been 
for over 50 years.  Nationally recognized for quality and innovation, Wish Farms is a 
year round supplier that represents over 2,000 acres – shipping over 4 million flats of 
strawberries, 6 million pounds of blueberries and 1 million packages of vegetables a year.   
Wish Farms utilizes FreshQC™, a patented tool for traceability, to ensure quality by 
tying consumer feedback to the harvest time, place and picker.  
 
For more information about Wish Farms, please visit wishfarms.com or 
facebook.com/wishfarms 
 
 


